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O nce, when I was in Hawaii, on the island of 
Kauai, I met a mysterious old stranger. He 
said he was about to die and wanted to tell someone 
about the treasure. I said, ‘“Okay, as long as it’s not 
a long story. Some of us have a plane to catch, you 
know.”’ 
He started telling his story, about the treasure and 


his life and all, and I thought: ““This story isn’t too 
long.’’ But then, he kept going, and I started think- 
ing, ‘‘Uh-oh, this story is getting long.’’ But then, 
the story was over, and I said to myself: ““You know, 
that story wasn’t too long after all.’’ 

I forget what the story was about, but there was a 
good movie on the plane. It was a little long, though. 
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Quotable Quotes 
I’m a poor man. So I say to my wife: “‘Do we really need more than one bedroom? After all, he’ll be gone in 13 


years.”’ 
Prof Hopp planning for the future in his wills class. 


That’s stupid. If everyone was deemed to know the law, why are we here? 
Prof. Mis discussing the defence of ignorance of the law. 


If you don’t like reading statutes, maybe you’re in the wrong profession. Perhaps you’d rather be in something 
more exciting . . . like a bartender maybe. 
Some career counseling from Prof. Kushner 
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Re erhace if 1am very lucky, 
the feeble efforts of my life- 
time will someday be noticed, 


_ and maybe, in some small 
way, they will be acknow- 
ledged as the greatest works 
of genius ever created by Man. 


[ remember that fateful day when Coach took me 
aside. I knew what was coming. ““You don’t 
have to tell me,’’ I said. ‘‘I’m off the team, aren’t I?”’ 
“*Well,’’ said Coach, ‘‘you never were really on 
the team. You made that uniform you’re wearing out 
of rags and towels, and your helmet is a toy space 


helmet. You show up at practice and then either steal 
the ball and make us chase you to get it back, or you 
try to tackle people at inappropriate times.”’ 

It was all true what he was saying. And yet, I 
thought, something is brewing inside the head of this 
Coach. He sees something in me, some kind of raw 
talent that he can mold. But that’s when I felt the hand- 
cuffs go on. 
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M arta says the interesting 
thing about fly fishing is that 


it’s two lives connected by a 
thin strand. Come on, Marta. 
Grow up. 
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S ometimes I think the world 
has gone completely mad. And 


then I think, ‘“‘Aw, who 
cares?’’ And then I think, 
‘*Hey, what’s for supper?’’ 
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Valedictorian’s Address 


Ladies and gentlemen, honoured guests, and fellow students, good evening. I am very honoured to 
b ‘o speak here tonight on this most important occasion. As you know, Valedictorian speeches — 
are expected to be long and boring, and I’m confident that this one won’t disappoint. 


Well, who would have imagined only three short years ago that we would be here tonight on the 
eve of completing our law degrees. Back then, many of us were toiling away at an undergraduate degree, 
studying the design on ancient Egyptian vases, or taking something equally practical such as Finance 
or Accounting. While we all came from incredibly different and diverse backgrounds, we shared one 
common desire . . . to become law students, or at least to delay working in the real world for three 


more years. 


Back then, I looked upon law students with a sense of awe. I secretly fantasized about walking through 
Hub Mall, wearing a sweatshirt with ‘‘U of A Law’’ written in big letters across the front. But even 
then, I noticed that all law students seemed to look pale, and a little out of shape; kind of soft and sickly. 
It’s only now that I realize that we are all conditioned and trained to look that way and its something 
that is accepted as being one of the rites of passage into the legal profession. Unlike everyone else, 
law students are told to welcome grey hair, or the receding of our hair line, as it will give us that “‘ma- 
ture’ look, and an added credibility. If this is in fact true, a few of my classmates will be some of — 
the most trusted lawyers in the province in a couple of years. 


I think most of us entered law school eager, enthused, and ready to take on the world. But then there 
was orientation. On the first day, the rug was pulled out from under us. Rather than acquainting us 
with the faculty and its policies, the speeches had the effect of destroying our confidence, and making 
some of us question our career decision. Dean Christian began with this sage advice: ‘‘The reputation 
you establish in law school will remain with you for the rest of your life.’’ This should concern some 
of us. And what an effective student control technique that was. Everytime one of us was about to rip 
a page out of a book instead of photocopying it, or hide that new Supreme Court decision from your 
moot opponent, or refuse to lend that person who never comes to class your notes, Dean Christian’s 
warning would resonate in our heads like the voice of Equity. 


It was also at orientation that someone said, ‘Look to the person on your right, and look to the person 
on your left . . . now, one of you won’t graduate.’’ It wasn’t until a bit later that I became very nervous 
about that prediction -- I was seated between Rob Roth and Joyce Dewitt-Van Oosten. 


Another saying that was thrown around at orientation was that in first year they scare you to death, 
in second year they work you to death, and in third year, they bore you to death. Later, we were to 
discover that we would experience all three every year. Trust me, fear certainly isn’t confined to first year. 


However, first year finally started, and it wasn’t as bad as predicted. There were some difficult ad- 
justments, though. We were asked to make briefs of the cases we had read. Law students are the only 


people who can write a 5,000 word paper and call it a ‘‘brief.’’ Indeed, our first case briefs — 
were often longer than the actual cases themselves. Back then, everything seemed important. We would 


fi : ee our pro- oS 
d into our notes as the truth. — 
pted that we were hatched 


quickly in this school, and you face public humiliation -- similar to what I might be facing Monday morning. 

With advancement into second year, came an increased self-confidence and ease with the system, 
that was soon to be shattered by an inordinate workload. But despite this chore we still managed to 
fit in a little fun. It’s a well-known fact that lawyers in private practice participate in a lot of social 


drinking and the law school functions as a training camp; the farm team where we are to perfect our — 


skills. I think the fact that Labatt’s actually holds a “‘Law School Appreciate Night’’ speaks volumes 
about his school’s passion. 


In December of second year, the interview process in the search for articles began. Suddenly, law 
students became chameleons, changing our colours to fit what we thought the firms wanted to hear. 
When we were at a big firm, we would say how much we wanted the most diverse opportunities during 
our articles and our strong desire to be a team player, and to practice international law. When inter- 
viewing at a small firm we would express our disdain for the big firm’s sweatshop mentality and their 
treatment of their students as numbered drones. This tailoring of our answers became dangerous at times 
though, as with four or five interviews in a day, one could often forget exactly which firm you were 
in. If you gave the wrong spiel at the wrong firm, your chances weren’t good. 


By second year, Cupid’s bow had struck a number of people in our class. It seems that lawyers often 
marry other lawyers, and that shouldn’t be all that surprising really. Whenever you are forced to be 
with someone fourteen hours a day, there is bound to be an attraction of some kind. Who else could 
tolerate us around exam time, when we’re acting like Jeckyl and Hyde, except someone who is acting 
just as crazy. And although you wouldn’t expect it, with the right delivery, words like ergo sum, or 
res ipsa loquitur, or quid pro quo can be quite romantic. 


When we reached third year, our attitudes began to change noticeably. The fact that all social and 
athletic competitions in the law school are rigged so that the third years always win doesn’t seem quite 
so unfair anymore. While looking on the bright-eyed first years with a patronizing pity, the label of 
“‘puppies’’ seems fairly accurate and uniquely appropriate. 


There is a general indifference that hangs over third year like a cloud. For the most part, sapped 
of the motivation factor of fear and incentive to excel, most of us this year have academically hib- 
ernated for the winter. After getting my first term marks, I think the law school should implement its 
own Lifecall system -- similar to the one we’ve all seen advertised -- where you could just press a button 
and say, ‘‘My marks have fallen and they can’t get up,’’ and help would be on its way. It’s not that 


we work excessively hard, but school work always seems to be hanging over our heads. Its not very _ 


often that you can just go out and have fun without feeling guilty. When you’re in law school, its amaz- 
ing the lengths you will go to in order to avoid sitting down and doing homework. Nowhere else is 


procrastination quite so popular, except perhaps the House of Commons. Everything else seems more _ 
exciting. The television becomes hypnotic, especially if you’re foolish enough to have cable, where 
there’s always something on. You’ll even end up watching those one hour commercials on how to stop _ 


smoking which seems ridiculous since you don’t smoke. But then again, oe can also is a great 


yt of the T.V., depressed and apathetic, only to be in- 
eone you love been injured in an automobile accident? 
Dial 1-800-NET-A-PRO for a free initial con- _ 
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Thank oe much, 


Darin Hannaford 
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